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war against Great Britian, in the year t812, the United States had only 
suspended the ordinary diplomatic relations between the two countries: 
and Great Britain had declared that she would not enter into any nego- 
tiation ibr the settlement, of all the subjects of difference between the two 
countries, unless the United States should, as a pieliminary condition, re- 
store those relations ; would not this have been considered as a most in- 
solent demand, and to which the United States never would submit? If the 
United States were, and had been ibr more than a century, in possession of 
a tract of country, exclusively inhabited and governed by them, disturbed 
only by the occasional forays of an enemy; would they not consider the 
forcible military invasion and occupation of such a district by a third 
power, as open and unprovoked war, commenced against them ? And 
could their resistance to the invasion render them liable to the imputation 
of having themselves commenced the war ? * * 

"Yet it would seem as if the splendid and almost romantic successes of 
the American arms had, for a while, made the people of the Untied States 
deaf to any other consideration than an enthusiastic and exclusive love of 
military glory; as if, forgetting the origin of the war, and with an entire 
disregard for the dictates of justice, they thought that those successes gave 
the nation a right to dismember Mexico, and to appropriate to themselves 
that which did not belong to them. But 1 do not despair, for I have 
faith in our institutions and in the people; and I will now ask them 
whether this was their mission, and whether they were placed by Provi- 
dence on this continent for the purpose of cultivating false glory, and of 
sinking to the level of those vulgar conquerors who have at all times des- 
olated the earth ? 

" For the present, nothing more is strictly required than to adopt the prin- 
ciple of status ante bellum. or, in other words, to evacuate the Mexican terri- 
tory, and to provide for the payment of the indemnities due to our citizens. 
* * At present, the only object is peace, immediate peace, a just peace, and 
no acquisition of territory, but that which may be absolutely necessary for 
effecting the great object in view. The most simple terms, those which 
will only provide for the adjustment of the Texas boundary, and for the 
payment of the indemnities due to our citizens, and, in every other re- 
spect, restore things as they stood before the beginning of hostilities, 
appear to me the most eligible. 

" Was I to listen exclusively to mv own feelings and opinions, I would 
say, that, if the propositions which I have attempted to establish are cor- 
rect ; if I am not mistaken in my sincere conviction, that the war was 
unprovoked by the Mexicans, and has been one of iniquitous aggression 
on our part; it necessarily follows that, according to the dictates of justice, 
the United States are bound to indemnify them for having invaded their 
territory, bombarded their towns, and inflicted all the miseries of war on 
a people who were fighting in defence of their own homes. If all this 
be true, the United States would give but an inadequate compensation for 
the injuries they have inflicted, by assuming the payment of the indemni- 
ties justly due to their own citizens." 



MISCELLANEOUS. 

Our War Expenses. — We have already stated the sum total of ap- 
propriations by Congress for war-purposes in ten months preceding March 
4, 1847, to be nearly eighty-one million dollars. During the last fiscal year, 
our expenditures, according to the recent Treasury Report, have been 
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nearly $60,000,000 ; that is, we have paid out $59,451,177 ; while the ac- 
tual and estimated expenses for the current year are, 
Actual expenditures for the 1st quarter ending 

September 30, 1847, $< 6,469, 194 

Estimated expenditures for the next three quarters-, $58,615,660 

Makings total of $75,084,854 

Here are more than 75,000,000 for a government that, but for its war- 
purposes, would not need more than six or eight millions. If the war 
continues, however, even these sevenly-five millions will by no means 
cover all its expenses. 

How Much for Purposes or Real Utility. — The Post Office De- 
partment cost the last year only $3,979,570 ; less than four millions to 
more than fifty millions for war-purposes, and an average of eighteen or 
twenty millions even in peace for these purposes. What good have our 
army and navy done, either in peace or in war, to be compared with what 
the Post Office has done ? 

Hopeful Indications. — There are some facts which encourage 
the hope, that this war will ere long he brought to a close, and the 
public mind be impressed by its evils more deeply than ever in favor of 
peace : — 1. The war is becoming decidedly unpopular with the best por- 
tion of our citizens, not only with Christians of every name, but widi al- 
most every sober, thoughtful man of principle; while its popularity is 
coming to be confined almost exclusively to such demagogues as seldom 
stick at anything that will subserve party or personal interests, to blind, 
bigoted partisans, and the ignorant, unprincipled rabble who float upon 
any popular current that happens to be sweeping by them. — 2. The pul- 
pit and the press are more and more generally speaking out in bold, un- 
compromising opposition to the continuance of this war; and these agents. 
the most powerful in the land, must in time exert a decisive influence in 
favor of peace with Mexico. — 3. Our ablest, most influential statesmen, 
without reference to parties, are coming out strongly against the further 
prosecution of this war; while one of our great political parties, with a 
portion ofthe other party, is taking a similar stand, and, with a majority 
of the popular branch of Congress on their side, must in time turn the 
scale in favor of peace. — 5. Even the South, to whose special benefit 
this war was at first expected to inure, are opening their eyes to its omi- 
nous bearings on their own interests, as well as those of the nation at 
large, and beginning to demand its cessation without the dismemberment, 
of Mexico, or the annexation to these United States of any territory beyond 
the limits of Texas. Mr. Calhoun ofthe Senate, and Mr. Holmes in the 
House of Representatives, both champions of Southern interests, have al- 
ready brought forward resolutions in favor ofthe above positions. A chord 
is beginning to vibrate even through the South in favor of peace without 
the unjust and extremely exorbitant demands made upon Mexico by 
those who plunged us into this war. — All these, however, are grounds only 
of hope. No human sagacity can foresee how far the mad, reckless spirit 
of war will carry our government, and we must be prepared for the waste 
of much more blood and treasure. 

Resolutions on Peace. — We might quote a multitude of these both 
from ecclesiastical and political bodies; but omitting the former entirely, we 
will now give only those of two Presbyterian Synods. The Synod of New 
York and New Jersey, at their recent session, "considering the tendency 
of war to impede the progress of the gospel by putting the minds of men 
in a state unfavorable to the influence of truth and the Holy Spirit, deem 
it proper and seasonable, in view of the fact that our country is now en- 
gaged in a war with a neighboring nation, which, as far as it has pro- 
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ceeded, lias been unusually sanguinary and disastrous, to express their 
solemn convictions in the following resolutions: 

" 1. That the Synod regard this war both as an exhibition of human wick- 
edness, and as a dreadful scourge from the hand of God, which should 
lead the church of Christ to great searchings of heart, to deep humili- 
ation and prostration of spirit, and to earnest supplication before the 
throne of mercy. 

"2. That it be recommended to all the ministers of the word, belonging 
to this Synod, to labor by prayer, preaching, and all other approved means, 
to impress the minds of men with a sense of the sinfulness and the evils 
of war, and especially of the existing war with Mexico. 

"3. That the Synod express the earnest desire that all the people of this 
land, and especially God's covenant people, see eye to eye in reference to 
the present and prospective evils of the existing war, and the desirable- 
ness of its speedy termination." 

The Synod of Indiana, at its last meeting, took the following action 
upon the Mexican War: "Whereas our country is now engaged in a 
destructive and bloody war with a neighboring nation ; and whereas it is 
both the privilege and the duty of Christians, ever to speak out plainly the 
words of truth and soberness, in respect to matters deeply affecting the 
temporal and eternal welfare of their fellow creatures; therefore, 

"Resolved, 1. That we regard all war, except that which is in the strict- 
est s ense defensive, and resorted to only in resistance to intolerable aggres- 
sion, as the greatest of physical and moral evils, and totally repugnant to 
the spirit, principles, and precepts of Christianity. 

"2. That the destruction of life, and the other necessary accompaniments 
of the present unrighteous war with Mexico, are evils infinitely greater 
than all the good which its most ardent advocates have ever promised to 
themselves, or the nation, from its prosecution. 

"3. That we consider it the duty of all Christians to be unceasing in 
prayer that this war may be speedily and righteously brought to a close ; 
that our rulers may be delivered from the troubles which they have 
brought upon themselves, and that the justly excited indignation of Al- 
mighty God may be averted from our nation." 

fjy Petitions to Congress. — Our committee, in behalf of our Society, 
have renewed their petition to both houses of Congress for the immedi- 
ate termination of this war; and we earnestly hope our friends will gener- 
ally forward petitions for the same purpose from their respective places. 
As our petition last year was so full, we will not here copy the much 
briefer one which we forwarded to each House at the opening of the pres- 
ent session ; but the following comprehensive form will suffice for general 
use, and our friends can copy it, sending one properly signed to each 
House, and committing it to the special care of some member: — 

To the Senate of the United States, (or House of, &c.) The un- 
dersigned, citizens of in the State of deeply deploring the 

evils of war in general, and of this war in particular, respectfully, but most 
earnestly, petition your Honorable Body to use all your constitutional 
powers for bringing the present war with Mexico to a close without any 
further waste of blood and treasure. 

We are glad to learn that some of our friends are moving in earnest on 
this subject. We cannot refrain from commending to general imitation 
the example of Unitarians, who have, as Christians, as the preachers and 
professors of a religion which enjoins peace as one of its most prominent 
and glorious peculiarities, petitioned both Houses of Congress against the 
continuance of this War. 



168 Miscellaneous. — Terms. [Feb. 1848. 

Our own operations. — -We are happy to report three servants of the 
Society as still in the field, and meeting with favor and success more than 
usual in the prosecution of their work. We would commend them to the 
hearty cooperation of all who love this cause, and feel the importance of 
greatly increased efforts at a crisis so big with ominous results to our 
country. We are much indebted to our excellent friend, Isaac Collins 
of Philadelphia, for his self-moved efforts to raise in that city funds to aid 
in circulating our Peace Manual among legislators, and other distinguished 
and influential individuals. Our committee aie very desirous of raising 
hefore our next, anniversary, the Five Thousand Dollars proposed for the 
circulation of this work especially at the West ; and we hope that many of 
our friends, besides contributing to this fund, will make efforts to circulate 
it iu every family where they reside. 

The Prize Review of the Mexican War. — is likely to find most ample 
materials for a work of general and permanent value to our cause. We 
know that some of the first minds in the country are at work upon it; and 
we confidently expect a volume of great worth and interest. It will tell 
the exact truth without reference to parties, and can hardly fail, when the 
hour of sober, candid reflection comes, of commending itself to fair-minded 
men in every party through the land. {JJ 5 * Any one who will send us 
one dollar, shall receive the Advocate for .1848, and the Review when it 
comes out. 

Publications on Peace. — We were anxious, but have no space, to 
notice several of these, especially three admirable discourses by Dr. Wat- 
land, which deserve to be read and deeply pondered by every Christian 
in the land. The press is beginning to teeai with this subject : and we 
think it more than time. 

(£~f* Pay for the Advocate. — We spoke in our last, particularly on 
this subject ; and to those remarks we would refer any who have re- 
ceived bills, or may receive them with this number. 

Receipts — are deferred to our next number. 



QCf* The American Peace Society, taking as the basis of co-operation (.he principle 
■hat war is inconsistent, with Christianity, and the true interests of mankind, confines 
its efforts to the one object of preventing international wars, and has nothing to do with 
any of the popular theories respecting capital punishment, anti-government, or non- 
resistance, but invites all who favor its object, to unite witli the Society by the payment 
of $2 as an annual subscription, or $20 as a life-membership. 



Terms. — Advocate of Peace, monthly, or a double No. once in two months, making 
a volume in two years, One Dollar in advance. 
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Tracts (64 in all) at 12 pp. for a cent. A discount for gratuitous distribution. 
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